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0. S. NOTE PRAISED

BY THE PARIS PRESS

Viowcd ns Turning Diplomatic
Tnblcs on Germany

Adroitly.

BLOW IN FACE TO KAISER

Interpreted as Mcnning Foo

Will Bo Given No Rcspito
in Retreat.

Paris. Oct. 9. The last paragraph of
President Wilson's note made a deep
Impreetlon on Parisians and caused
mnth favorable comment, a It wai
taken by the population to concern, dl
reetlr the Ilohenxollern family and the
military party of Germany.

The general feeling Is that the dlplo-itttl- o

tables have been turned on Ger-

many, which tried to place the Allies In

a difficult position, and that Germany
now flnda herself face to face with a
treat problem which she attempted to
forte the Allies to solve.

Germany Ontmnnoeayred.
The Journal det Debate says:
This very adroit, reply does the

honor to Its author. It counter-
acts the Germnnto calculations. The
Vienna and Berlin cabinets sought to
place the United States before a dilemma

either to accept the armistice, which
wculd gtre Germany time to reconstitute
her harassed troops, or to evoke In Ger-
many, by a refusal of the offer of peace,
a patriotic movement which would rally
around the new Government the whole
nation. Including the Socialists.

"President Wilson has not allowed
himself to be caught In this dilemma.
He demands enlightenment, and lays
tovm a preliminary condition. President
Wlleon's last question strikes at .the very
heart of the German Government. It Is
a blow In the Kaiser's face."

The Temps says:
"Like a man who only needs to con-i- K

his conscience. President Wilson
has explained himself on the German
rote without delay. It Is now to be seen
what the German Government will have
tn aav In renlv.

"Its language, perhaps, will permit
Auitrla-Huncar- r. to which President
Wllaen had wisely abstained from reply'
log too quickly, to consider Itself no
lancer ono with a faithless, lawless
Prussia."

Cats Snares Laid by Foes:
The Intrantlgtant says: "The re-

sponse of President Wilson, by Its sln-erl- ty

and good faith, cuts with a single
ttroke the snares laid by Prince Max of
Baden. President Wilson responds by
inking Germany: "What do you mean?
Do you accept my conditions? Do you
rpeak In the name or me uonrnmsm
and the people? He requires before any
negotatlons that 'Germany evacuate the
invaded territory of Prance, Belgium,
Ferbla. Russia. Poland. Rumania and
Montenegro. This Is a like answer to
that given to tho Duke of Brunswick
titer his defeat at Valny."

Liberie says: "We know already that
the French Government felicitates Itself
without reserve. The country will sharo
this sentiment unanimously. With a high

the President of the United
(states has comprehended that he Is not
an arbiter but a belligerent. The i'res:
dent's note also established what guar-
antee must first be fflven before he and
the Allies will even- - be able to examine
the DioDOiii.'on."

DeVityUarcel Sembat In L'nmre,
which expresses tho Socialist view, says:

"The renly Is not a brutnl refusal.
Th iloor remains ODen for ultimato ne
foliations, after first accpetlng the four-
teen points with complete guarantees."

The significant passage In the note In
which President Wilson refuses to enter-
al the possibility of a cessation of
hostilities and demands the Immediate
withdrawal of the German troops Is In-

terpreted In military circle as meaning
that the Allies will give the Germans
no reunite in their retreat.

Commandant Mlrlbel, one of the best
known military critics in France,

the view to the Associated
Press correspondent In this connection
thst the Germans,, If they were harassed

id pressed during their retreat to the
Meuee, would lose one-thir- d of their ef
fectives and one-ba- lf of tnelr material,
and wnuld find themselves compara
tively as weak on the line of the Jleuse
as they now are. On the other hand,
fc iiwinml. If thev were allowed to re
treat to the powerfully fortified lines of
he Meuse with their armies Intact and

their line shortened by nearly 300 kil
ometers, forty of their divisions woum
le available for manoeuvring.

PEACE AT ANY PRICE
IS AUSTRIAN PLEA

Vienna Newspapers Say It
Must Be Obtained.

tpedal Cablt Despatch to Thb 8cie.

Copyright, all right! rtttrvtd.
London, Oct 9. Whatever may be

the reservations behind the German
newspaper expressions concerning the
price they are willing to pay for peace,
the Austrian press seems to have only
one fear, and that Is that the Central
Powers will not clve enough to attain
the desired ond. Says tho Vienna
JrMler Ztitung:

"We must have peace. It can be ob-

tained and we must have It No price Is
too high. With voices choked with tears
we call upon our rulers to throw aside
til considerations. Let ua pay the price,
whatever It Is. It may save mankind
from destruction."

The Zeit says: "Our peace offer con-
tains no mental reservations and no
diplomatic trickery. We must have
peace. Wo must be prepared for the
sacrifices Involved, politically and eco-
nomically. Our ambitions and plans
must be renounced. We must make Im-

mediate Internal changes and enter upon
Mrotlatlons for peace without senti-
mentality and with '.calm, reasonable
reilrnation."

GERMANY EAGERLY
AWAITS U. S. REPLY

Spirit of Hopefulness Exists,
Dutch Report.

Special Cablt Despatch to las Son.
Copyright, JJllj ail rightl rtttrvtd.

London. Oct 9. Pending the receipt
and publication of Preslden Wilson's ro-
ily to Germany's proposal for an armist-
ice despatches from Holland Indicate
that a spirit of Interne hopefulness ex-t- a

throughout the empire. These des-
patches are undoubtedly Influenced by
liolland's desire to see the war end at
tli earliest possible moment Tho Am-
sterdam correspondent of the Daily Ex-r- r

says: j
"Whether Chancellor Maximilian has

u power to do what he has promised
ft Is evident that President Wilson's re-f- ly

to his proposal Is awaited with
fertrlah eagerness.' There Is nq conceal-
ment of the fact that the Central Powers
Placed all their hopes on this one trump
Card.

'The most serious situation would

ynsuo In Austria and Turkey If th offer
a ueciinea, as u is known they await

pnly the rejection of the hew Chancel-
lor a plea to drop out of the war. What
Germany's position would be then Is
easy to Imagine, henco Germany's
democratic' Government le maklna- -

frantlo efforts to avoid the threatened
collapse.

"The whole, German nation, from the
Kaiser down to the rawest recruit In
the army, la uslns? all lllnr nnwer to
shout "Kamerad I" to the victorious Al
lies, from a reliable source It has been
learned that the1 new Chuneellnp le In no
doubt whatever regarding the prelimi
naries iiKeiy to be demanded berorepeace negotiations can begin. He recog-
nizes clearly that It will be necessary to
give very considerable guarantees, and
that even the evacuation of the greater
part. If not the whole, of Belgium will Is
not be regarded as too severe.

"I am Informed that the general View
held In democratlo circles In Germany
Is that tho empire and her allies will
have to place themselves at the disposal
of the entente and America to a degree
not differing greatly from the terms on
wtilch Bulgaria surrendered. There are
Indications that the people will demand
through the Reichstag the sweeping
away Instantly of every obstacle to
peace ai any price."

GOMPERS SEES RUSE
IN PEACE OFFER

Warns It Is an Attempt to
Split the Allies.

Washington. Oct 9. Germany's re
quest for an armistice Is another man-
oeuvre to weaken the solidarity of the
allied countries Is the view of Samuel
Gompers. President of the American
Federation of Iabor, who Is now In Rome
witn the American labor mission. Mr.
Gompers's views were set forth In a
cablegram received y at headquar
ters here of the American Federation of
Labor.

The offer of an armistice." said Mr.
Gompers's message, "Is nothing mors
than another manoeuvre of Germany and
the Central Powers to weaken the soli-
darity of the allied democracies and
their will to fight for the destruction of
Imperialism, militarism and autocracy
and thereby to patch up a peace that
will menace the peace of the world
again when the German Government la
even better prepared.

"The German. Austrian and Turkish
militaristic: system must be beaten and
Its makeup must know It has been thor-
oughly beaten. The safety of labor and
of the people generally demand from the
Central Powers their unconditional sur-
render or that their military menace be
crushed. This Is the judgment of not
only the American labor mission now In
Rome but of all with whom we have
come In contact."

SIFT PEACE OFFER,
ENGLISH LABOR SAYS

Manifesto Urges Entente to
Back Wilson s Conditions.
London. Oct. 9. In a manifesto Is

sued by the parliamentary committee of
the Trades Union congress and me
Labor-par-

ty executive the opinion Is ex
pressed that the German peace offer Is
entitled to reasonable consideration.

'Wo recognize," the manifesto adds.
that further elucidation of the propo
sals Is absolutely necessary before the
Allies' military effort can be checked.
while as an essential preliminary the
enemy must withdraw his armies from
all occupied territory and give a publlo
unequivocal declaration of his willing- -
ness to apply the principles formulated
by President Wilson honestly and un
reservedly to every question to be treated
with In tho final settlement."

Tho manifesto urges the Entente Gov
ernments to declare that unqualified ac
ceptance of President Wilson i condi
tions. Including a league of nations.
would be the beginning of official nego
tiations for a general peace. It calls
upon the British Government to explore
tho new avenue of peace with the single
desire to ascertain whether It leads to
new International order and a general
peace.

EIGHT ON, SAY ITALIANS.

Enemy Mnst Quit Invaded Lands,
Says Vatican Organ,

Romh, Oct t. Commenting upon the
German proposal for an armistice the
Corriere a'Italia, the semi-offici- vat!
can organ, says:

"An unconditional acceptance of tho
offer made by the Central Empires Is out
of the question unless invaded territo-
ries are first evacuated as a guarantee
of the enemy a good Intentions. '

The Oiornalji Popula. the organ of the
Socialist faction which Is favorable to
the war, says :

"Tho step taken by the Central Em
plres must only strengthen the morale
or the Italians and increase their tight
lng qualities. The enemy Is asking for
peace while hanging over the precipice
which Is destined to swallow hrm It we
make one last effort

SPAIN'S CABINET CRISIS OVER.

All Ministers Except Alba Will Be
tain Portfolios.

By th Attoetated Prut.
Madrid, Oct 9. The Ministerial cruris

Is over. It Is officially announced that
all the Ministers, except Santiago Alba,
will retain their portfolios.

In addition to the Premiership, An
tonlo Maura will take tho post of Minis.
ter of' Justice. Count Romanones will
be the Minister of Public Instruction In'
stead of Senor Alba.

MERCIES THANKS AMERICA.

Belslan Cardinal Bays "Young
Nation la Wonderful."

An autograph message to the Amerl
can publlo from Cardinal Mercler of
Bolglum was brought to New York yes
terday by Paul Vandenven, director of
the Belgian official information service,
with headquarters at Washington.

The letter follows:
"I wish I were able to express ade

quately to great hearted America the
treat admiration I reel for the power
ful assistance which she .brings to our
armies and for the extraordinary cour
age of her soldiers. I also desire to
thank them day by day for .their char
Itable and humane assistance. Their
young nation, so vigorous of heart and
of hand, is wondenui.

"I wish for my own part to express
to the contributors to Belgian charities
my deep appreciation of their assistance,
I pray that the Lord may reward them
for their zealous work."

Increase Noted In Jlen Jersey,
Trenton, N. J., Oct. 9. Influenza and

pneumonia are Increasing generally
throughout the State, according to a re-
port made by the State health authori-
ties here Surgeon-Gener- al Blue
to-d- designated David C. Bowen to
take the place of Dr. W. L. Treadway
as local head of the United States Pub-
llo Health Service, Dr. Treadway and
his wife having been stricken with In-

fluenza.
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WILSON KEEPS DOOR
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better understood now and with the
growing realisation that his action wasguided by circumstances which will In
due course become clearer to all. official
and dlplomatlo Washington settled It-
self down no await developments. Inmany Instances there was a marked In-
clination to regard the present peace
episode as merely another product of the
Teuton dlplomatlo tricksters and that Itnecessary to guard against becoming
too much engrossed In Its details.

The first Impression that the German
Chancellor's note and the President's
official Inquiry concerning It had tn somemysterious way subordinated military
operations and brought the war from the
battle fields to the realm of debate wore
off gradually In all quarters except ap-
parently at the Capitol.

Outstanding; Features.
It is fully realized that th liniTi

has not really changed, that the Presi-
dents communication doaa nnf mmmlt
the United States to anything In any
way, nor does It mean that this Govern
ment is seriously letting peace thoughts
at this juncture mingle with Its maxi-
mum energies all devoted to the nmu.
outlon of the war. These outstanding
features epitomized the virtually unani
mous view In regard to the situation as
it now stands:

First Pras dant Wilson haa not
changed one lota from his firm stand
against any possible compromise or any
half way measure with Germany.

Second, unconditional surrender to
terms of justice as Imposed by the
United States and the Entente Is still
and will steadfastly continue to be the
oniy means whereby Germany can pro.
cure an armlatlco or neace

Third, no one In authority for a mo-
ment believes that Germany seriously
thinks of virtually surrendering her
powerful armies and asking her enemies
to Impose terms upon her.

Fourth, the presumption that the war
may end this year Is regarded as not
only unjustified and showing Ignorance
of true conditions but as positively dan-
gerous to the future security of the
nation.

New Element Injected.
A new element was Injected In the

situation y when It became adparent that some of the Senators were
preparing to discuss the President's re-
ply openly In the Senate to --morrow.
How far these speeches would go In
criticism of the President entrusted as
he is with the handling of this delicate
diplomatic situation, was not to be meas
ured In advance. It Is known, however.
that two or three of the Senate leaders
deplore even the suggestion of a dlplo
matlo interchange at r.his time. They
were Insistent upon being heard on the
subject Their contentions will be mot
by a larger grotlp wh will deprecate
any discussion as belrg calculated to
embarrass the Presldenr.

It Is apparent that the President's
communication Is rapidly finding new
supporters, mo one tor a moment be
lieves that the United States or tho
Allies are considering altering their de-
termination to crush tho "thing" which
represents German autocracy, but as
yet there are some who believe that the
President has possibly risked entering
the arena with the German propagan
dists, and they are naturally worried
over the outcome.

While the President's simple Inquiry
does not constitute negotiations nt all.
It Is hot doubted that the German Gov-
ernment will try to put out the Impres-
sion that at last negotiations have be-
gun and that peace therefore Is on the
way.

The results which the German Gov
ernment undoubtedly has been endeavor
ing to accomplish through the peace
move are these:

Immediate strengthening of the Ger
man Government's hold on the people
ana tne emitting out or unrest.

encouragement to the war wearv neo.
pie of Austria-Hungar- y who will per-
haps believe that peace Is at last on
Its way because Berlin has "begun ne-
gotiations."

Possible saving of Turlcev to the Cen.
tral Alliance at least for the time be-
ing.

It Is regarded as very probable here
that the German Government will be In
no hurry to answer the Presldent'e In
quiry. Officials say there Is no way of

THE SUN, THURSDAY,

hurrying Germany tn responding to the
Inquiry other than by. continuing the
blows which Foch Is now delivering. But
too much delay may bring developments
of a character which the Germans have
not reckoned on. Oermany knows that
Austria and Turkey are In such a con-

dition from a .military and economic
standpoint that they are awaiting the
developments In the present move with
anxious eyes. Either- may detach her-

self should Germany delay defining her
position.

T. R. FEARS WORDS
WILL HURT FIGHTING

He Opposes Discussion Until
War Is Won.

Col. Theodore Roosevelt made the fol
lowing statement last night on Presi-
dent Wilson's response to the German
peace proposal:

"Four days ago. and again and again
prior to that time, I said this war ought
to be fought through until we secured
the unconditional surrender of Germany
and her vassal allies Austria and Tur-
key. To this statement I unqualifiedly
adhere. I fear that the President's lat-
est announcement will be treated as an
Invitation to further note writing.

"me effort to fight and to negotiate
at the same time Is apt to damage the
righting end of the combination. Per-
sonally, I believe that our sols aim
snouid oe to win the war and not to
discuss peace terms with the enemy until
the war has been won."

FULL SURRENDER DEMANDED.

Chicago Meeting; Calls for Enemy's
Complete Defeat.

Chicago, Oct 9. Resolutions declar-
ing opposition to the United States en
tering upon a discussion of peace "until
Oermany and Austria shall have sur
rendered unconditionally" were adopted

y at a mass meeting arranged tn
lienor of a hundred Italian veterans sent
here to help In the Liberty Loan cam
palgn. Five thousand persons attended
the meeting.

The resolutions fixed as conditions of
an armistice "such steps on the part of
me ixmrai rowers as will. In the Judg-
ment of the President result In the end
of the war upon terms which will insure
destruction of autocratic rule and mili
tary Power in the Central Empires."

REICHSTAG: COLD TO MAX.

Silent Tfew Chancellor Told of
Peaeo Plea.

AMsmoAM, Oct 8 (delayed).
ueorg uernnara. the German political
writer, writing for the Vottiche Ztitung
of Berlin, says that Prince Maximilian's
announcement In the Reichstag that an
armistice nas been requested was re
ceived In stony silence.

"LdKe ghosta, remembrances of former
Chancellors' speeches flitted through the
chamber, speeches Invariably based on
reports of the victorious msrch of Ger-
man troops." he raya

Bernhard bitterly complains that
Prince Maximilian neglected the oppor-
tunity to declare that Germany was
ready to dlscurs with Francs the fate of
Alsace and Lorraine and with Russia
the question of border provinces. He
says this omission confirms the view
that the new Government means to per
petuate the political conceptions of the
old Ctorernment and declares that this
continuation of the old policy Is extraor
dinarily dangerous. He concludes:

"The Government only puts Its trust
In President Wilson and a kind fate."

PEACE SQUADS INFEST GENEVA.

Central Powers' Aarenta Try to
Waylay Allies' Envoys.

Gznxta, Oct T (delayed). Switzer-
land In the last week has been swarm-
ing with German, Austrian and Turkish
peace pioneers sent from their capitals
to try to get In touch with diplomats
of the allied countries. The watchword
of the emissaries of the Central Powers
Is an Immediate armistice In order to
avoid further bloodshed.

In an article summing up the present
dlplomatlo situation the Dtmoeratt says
the Entente countries never have been
In such great danger not militarily but
diplomatically since 1914.

"If the belligerents meet now round
a green table," the newspaper says, "the
A uatro --Germans will employ loaded dice
and win the game which will result In
another war within twelve years.'
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CAMBON CONDEMNS

TEUTON OUTRAGES

All North of Franco Laid in
Wanton "Waste as Armis-

tice Is Sought.

RUIN WITHOUT PARALLEL

Former Ambassador to Wash
ington Says It Is a Crlmo

to Civilization. it

Pxais, Oct I. Jules Cambon, for
merly French Ambassador at Washing
ton and one of the forsmost figures In

French affairs, said to the Associated
Press

'At ths moment the Central Empires
address themselves to President Wilson
to obtain an armistice and begin negotia-

tions for peace, the German armies re
new the horrors they have been com
mitting In all the occupied territories.

"St Quentln. Iens, camorai. uouat
are burned, mined, ruined. Having for
merly been Prefect of the Department
of the North I know what this new
terror means to ths regions devastated
by the German armies. These represent
the richest territory ot FTance, wnere
the largest French Industrial establish
menta are located. All these centres
have a glorious past They are filled
with splendid monuments and museums
and libraries of priceless treasures. In
Cambral stands the tomb of the Illus
trious Fenelon.

"Ootraa-- to Civilisation."
"One cannot view without profound

sadness all the ruins the German in
voders are leaving behind them ruins
that represent not only material losses
hut also moral losses.

"The conduct of the German armies
la an outrags to civilization and hu
inanity.

"The destruction which has been gplng
on in the south Is equalled In other sec-

tions of the front Reports received
from the north show a great sweep of
wreck and ruin soreadlng over the cities.
villages and countrysides of both France
and Belgium, from which the Germans
are being slowly forced. The extent of
rhta devastation Is reachlnr tho dlmen
stons of a calamity as the enemy Is
slowly Their reverse seems I

to sting them Into new excesses of wan.
ton pillage and arson.

"lann la now reDorted to be burning.
following the eame fate as Doaal and
Cambral. St Quentln Is a mass of
ruins, and the great mining centre of
Lens Is a desert, with Its buildings lev-

elled. Its population gone and Its rich
mines flooded.

St. Quentln a Vast Cemetery.
"The traalo situation at Bt Quentln

has been graphically described oy M.

Dunin. the of thatclty. The
suburbs of l'Kolne de Dallon. Rouoy and I

Rooourt have been completely oouieraiea. i

The whole section surrounding tn. viucn- - i

tin has been turned Into a vast cemetery,
whers the Germans have burned the
dead who have fallen In recent battle.

"The cathedral is sun sianoing, i I

jagged walla being Intact but all else
Is a wrect xne campanile oi u i

Gothlo city hall has disappeared. The
Academy Thelier ta in ruins ana au
Martin's Church has lost Its sreepie.
Tho principal street centre resembles
an abandoned battlefield.

"The houses are shattered and their
walls, sesmed with huge sneu noies,
are toonllnc Into the streets. Strict
aunervtilon of all entrances to ths city
hss been ordered to avoid the dangers
of mines, which are still expioamg.

LANSDOWNE OPPOSES TRUCE.

" "w" I

naon in. ucyiy. i
.iLONDON Oct 9. The Msrquls oi

Lansdowne, famous for his peace letters,
in a statement on the German peace
offer said to-d- that he regarded It as
the most substantial advance yet maae
by th Central Powers. He considered I
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recoiling.

the stipulations which President Wilson
had made In reply as reasonable.

In his opinion It would oe out or we
question to interrupt the campaign
which was proceeding successfully on
every front and thereby give the enemy
breathing space and opportunity to con
solidate his resources, without ampiy
sufficient guarantees of the kind the
President demands.

BRITISH PRESS BACKS
STAND OF PRESIDENT

'Searching and Piercing Like
a Two Edged Sword."

London, Thursday. Oct 10. In vary
ing tones, according to their political
faiths, the London morning newspapers
universally, praise President Wilson's re
ply to Germany's peace offer, declaring

shows the complete unity of the Allies.
rne conservative papers are suspi

cious of ths good faith of the German
Chancellor, and most of tho newspapers
refer to the burning and destruction ths
enemy Is still working In allied towns.
But all admire the searching character
of the President's questions to ths Chan-
cellor.

The reply Is commented upon In con
junction with the splendid news from ths
front The Dalit Afail says that vic-
tory and unconditional surrender are al-
most in sight It asserts the Hohen-soller-

and tho criminals around them
must abdicate or be surrendered to the
Allies.

7to Middle Course Left.
Ths DaHa Utw says the strength of

the reply rests not on subtlety but on
simplicity. Compliance, the newspaper
says, means confession of dsfeat, resis
tance means ruin. Every sane German
knows there is no third course, and a
mere presentation of alternatives prom
ises to plunge Germany Into Internal
conflict and perhaps into revolution.

"Calm, courteous and dignified but
searching and pleVclng like a two edged
sword," is tne doaiv TeleorapA't ae.
scrlptlon of President Wilson's reply to
the German Chancellor. The newspaper
thinks the Chancellor and the Kaiser
will find. It hard either to answer the
President's questions truly or to parry
them successfully.

While bellevelng that Germany would
be wise to comply with ths proposal to
evacuate held territory ns a condition to
an armistice the Dally Telegraph Is not
sanguine enough to expect her to do so.
It Insists that the Allies must stand for
no bluffs, and says that If Germany
wantsan armistice she must sue for It
an a beaten foe.

The Morning Post says President Wil
son gauged the temper of both the Amer.
leans and the Allies rightly In refusing
to come to terms with the enemy while
he Is occupying French and Belgian soil
"surrounded by the smoking triumphs of
his barbarism and unrepentant for his
crimes. '

Re'prlsals Are Demanded.
The Dallu Telrgraph says It hopes the

Allies with whom the French and Bel-
gian Governments have announced they
nave approached on the subject of re
prisals already have reached their de
cision, for there Is no room for delay.

nermany. says this nowsnaper.
must be given to understand that repa- -

ration must be exacted to the uttermost
farthtnir. whatever the German ftnvarn- -
mcnt of the day may be, whether repent'
ant or unrepentant."

The Morning Pott says allied armies
should vlMt every part of Germany after
peace Is signed and teach the Germans
the meaning of defeat

Tlie Dally Mail demands an allied
warning that ror each ruined allied town
s German town shall be destroyed or
expropriated.

PIANO CARRIED BY AIRPLANE.

Taken From London to Paris ae
Demonstration of Capacity.

Paris, Oct 9. One of the new large
allied bombing planes, in order to
demonstrate Its carrying capacity, has
brought from London to Paris a full
sized upright piano. The machine landed
In Paris safely after Its flight across

Tl.. .11 ,n.V,l.
persons and much bombing explosives. ... ... i . . . i . .n ntn m wuui ib mnisurta in pounus,
however. It is not readily comprehended
nnd It was determined to bring oyer a
piano as clear evidence of the machine's

ARMISTICE SOUGHT

TO COVER RETREAT

Enemy Realizes Peril of Get
ting His Armies Oat

in Safety.

PREFERS LINE OF MEUSE

Offer to Evacntc Occupied Ter
ritory Dictated Solely by

Military Necessities.

By n. siDnnoTHAM.
One of the Foremost Military Critics la

Europe,
Special CabU Dftpatch to Tns Scs from th

tendon Timtt Sertlct.
Copyright, HIS: alt riehtt reiened.

London, Oct. 9. There never has been
harder fighting than that now going on

In the west, and while this fighting will
go on we know now that we can Impose

our will on the enemy. While It Is still
a matter of Inference rather than of

knowledge, there Is reason to think that
the Germane will prefer a retreat to an
attempt to hold their positions In France
and Belgium.

The leading factors In the military sit
uation, then, are these: The political
rot at home has affected the amy, with
the result that all of Ludendorff's plans
have gone astray. Including his policy of
defensive war In the west with German
eyes turned to the east for final conv

pensatlon for war losses. A construe'
live pollqy. was needed to build on the
ruins of these plans for victory, and the
new Chancellor's peace' offer Is a struc'
ture hastily bultt out of materials from
the ruins of former plans.

It Is disguised In the phraseology of
peace, but It Is still a war policy to take
the inost favorable construction that
could be placed on the Chancellor's offer,
viz.: that he Is prepared to wiuiaraw
from the occupied territories of France
and Belgium, he would be getting Im-

munity for" his own armies from the
danger that now threatens them.

Attempts to Extort Blackmail.
In other words, while trying to extri-

cate the German armies from the ex-

treme dangers that threaten them he Is
attempting to extort a species of black-
mail trism the Entente. He says In
effect : "In my retreat the outrages of
which I was guilty in my advance win
not be exaggerated, provided you will
let me go." In other words, whether
making peace or making war, the Prus-
sian Government Is guilty of exactly the
same crime against International socloty.

it cannot dissociate peace and arson.
On our side the Anglo-Belgia- In

Flanders, the Canadians north of Cam-

bral, the French at Chemln des Dames
and the Americans In the Argonne
threaten to rip the German armies asun-
der, thus ramming the original crime of
Invasion down their throats. In tho
cast Bulgaria haB surrendered and Tur-
key Is defended only by hor remoteness,
if Austria can continue the struggle nt
all she wilt Jiot be able to aid her ally,
and If Italy attacks, Austria will become
a drain upon Germany rather than a
help to her.

In the west again Germany Is faced
with a next year's superiority in num-

bers in the ratio of nearly two to one.
Hence the only way for Germany to
meet the situation Is to contract her
front and there Is no doubt that the
German military leaders now have this
policy In mind.

netreat Fraunat With Terll.
A retreat In circumstances like the

present Is a moat dangerous operation.
The Germans know this and that ac-

counts for their eagerness for an armis-
tice without which diplomacy would be
negotiating In currency which would
change In value from day to day which
would enable the enemy to take up his
new defensive positions In his own time.
This would save him from the peril of
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his present situation and not prejudice
the chances for his later defence In the
event of a breakdown of negotiations.

It has been suggested that. If the
enemy would evacuate all of France and
Belgium It might be worth while to ne-

gotiate with him. What would happen
If that suggestion wero made to ths
enemy Is this: he would offer as a
pledge of good faith to retire as far as
the Meuse line. The fact Is the Germans
would be delighted to be back as far a
the Meuse line.

In saying all this It is necessary to
guard against misinterpretations. Ths
enemy Is still fighting with the energy
of desperation, and It must not ne sup-
posed he will not continue to be as dan-
gerous on the defence as he was during
his offensive operations.

The situation, while it Is exceedingly
favorable to us. Is not yet decided In our
favor, and In rejecting the German peace
offer wo must not delude ourselves into
thinking that tho rest of the war will be
all beer and skittles. On the contrary
there will be terrible fighting. It Is still
a fact that the Germans who began th
war have made no offer of peaco except
a peace that Is a part of their war policy.
Thin should encourago us to make war
a part ot our peace policy.

AMERICAN PLANES
TO OUTNUMBER ALL

Kahn Predicts Complete Mas- -
tery of the Air.

Chicago, Oct 9. Julius Kahn, rank-
ing Republican member of tho House
Military Affairs Committee, declared
that by the end of this year America
will have more airplanes on the battle-fro- nt

than all her allies put together and
will have obtained absolute mastery of
the air, in a speech made beforo the
Association of Commerce y. He
said he did not believe the war would be
over until tho end of next year.

"German peace talk will not be al-

lowed to Interfere with our military pro-
gramme," he said. "To the three million
men now under arms two million mors
will have been added by March 31, and
by July 1 four million Americans will
be lighting In Europe. Unless Germany
surrenders more than three million
American soldiers will have overrun
German soli before September."

SACKING ROUSES

Government Consults With Allies
as to Steps to Be Taken.

Washington--, Oct. 9. The Belgian
Government according to an official des-
patch received from France has
been in consultation for tho past week
with the allied Powers regarding meas-
ures to bo adopted In case the Germans
continue depredations In Belgium and
northern France.

Belgium has Issued a declaration call
ing attention to tho systematic sacking
and destruction by the enemy nd stat
ing mai irom tne coast to ueyona urugea
the entire male population between tho
ages of IS and 45 has been brutally
treated while being compelled to work
for the military needs of the German
army. A demand Is made that the Gerw
mans be warned to stop their cruelty
and destruction while evacuating the
country.

Ambassador Sharp, the despatch says,
has visited tho ruined districts of
France, collecting proofB of tho devasta-
tion and witnessing the evidences of
well polsonlrv.;, destruction of fruit trees
and desecration of burial places.

EXPLOSION IN WAR PLANT.

Altns Chemical Company's Works
tn Pennsylvania Have Accident.

PiTTSiirno, Oct. 9. The fusion build-
ing ot the Aetna Chemical Company
worka at Heidelberg, near here, was de-
stroyed by an exploelon of sev-
eral benzol tankr. Offlclals of the com-
pany announced veral hours after th
explosion that no one had been killed or
Injured.

Fire which followed the detonation
destroyed the wreckage of the building.
For a time the flamea threatened th
TNT works, but flro departments from
surrounding boroughs brought the flames
under control before they reached adjoin-
ing sections of the plant. The cause of
the explosion has not been determined.
No estimate of the loss Is avallbale.
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MEN'S

First Advance Sale of
Just 185

WINTER OVERCOATS
Every Coat Entirely New

Tailored especially for us from our own selections of the best
advance styles of foreign and domestic overcoatings.

V

Bought Before the Big Woolen Advances

Fabrics Are
Warm, rough, rugged, fleecy and smooth woolens made into
conservative or English models for all occasions.

Styles Are
DRESS BUSINESS COATS-STO-RM COATS-AU- TO

COATS and ULSTERS-f- ull, half or quarter lined-si- ngle

or double-breaste-
d.

Three Prices Only

Styles Equally Assorted

27.50 . 35.00 42.00
Today's Today'

$32.00

BELGIANS.

$48.00 $50.00 $55.00

suitable

COATS

51

8
A

nil

II:

I
HUH

ft
StVtT

m
urnan

m


